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then high official in the Ministry of Justice, later to become the
notoriously reactionary Reichs-Prosecutor at Leipzig (the same
man who had arranged the acquittal of the murderers of Karl
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, though this did not prevent
the Socialist Minister nominating him to high office), " proved "
beyond dispute that a Prime Minister would, in the meaning of
the Treaty, be the equivalent of the Head of the State. The
Socialist Minister acceded without stir. Wels, the leader of the
Socialist Party and very powerful at the time, was violently
opposed to the extradition and furious with " those jurists ", but
had not sufficient political sense to stop the extradition at all costs.
The German people protested, held demonstrations and
threatened a General Strike.
To calm them some sort of compromise was arranged, which
in the circumstances clearly meant their total defeat, but, need-
less to say, they did not grasp this fact and were delighted at
attaining something. In effect, the extradition was only agreed,
subject to the condition that the death penalty would not be
pronounced, (But Goemboes* Hungarian Fascist Government
had fully understood the symbolical significance of " international
solidarity ", and categorically refused to extradite Erzberger's
assassins.)
Later still, in the full tide of peace, before the 1929 depression,
well-intentioned people throughout Europe protested again, held
demonstrations again, threatened a General Strike again, to save
Sacco and Vanzetti. When American capitalism, by way of
showing its unshakeable power, won the day, a few far-sighted
intellectuals in Europe realised that these cases were the begin-
ning of the international defeats awaiting the proletariat and the
Left parties in general throughout the world.
The men of the Left have never known the way or never
dared, when attacked by the Fascists, to protect their comrades,
even though innocent, even though victims of their savagely
pitiless political adversaries, not to speak of those of their com-
rades who made " blunders ". In Germany they let the Court
convict the Socialist Minister Zeigner, and in France they let the
rag Gringoire condemn the Socialist Minister Salengro. Zeigner
put up a courageous defence in spite of his friends' very waver-
ing supjport, for to them his " case " was a nuisance. He was
unjustly charged with corruption, the bribery largely consisting
of a goose which had been given him for Christmas!
Salengro, in spite of the strong support of his comrades,
felt that somehow there was a lack of fiery enthusiasm, of an
identification with him to the." last ", and of that fierce resolution